MECH MENTOR COURSEWARE 


Although computer courseware is still in its infancy Mech Mentor has a solid background in 
developing programmed materials that are both motivational and educationally sound. Developed 
to take advantage of FERD ll's capabilities the courseware makes extensive use of color, voice and 
animation; providing interesting and motivational materials that are easy to use by both student and 
teacher. 


Since FERD II was developed as an educationally oriented computer many of its features are 
found in no other system. An alphabetized keyboard option is much easier for young students to use, 
less confusing than a conventional keyboard. Mech Mentor's early educational courseware makes 
extensive use of voice (the voice is on cassette controlled by the computer). The extra dimension of 
voice greatly enhances the value of the FERD computer for Language Arts lessons, while children 
just learning to read, or with reading difficulties, have less frustration listening to a voice rather than 
trying to read instructions on a screen. Power and reset switches are not located on the keyboard, 
precluding inadvertant activation. 

In many cases Mech Mentor courseware can be custom programmed to accommodate the 
instructional sequence of a particular school or district We can economically produce courseware to 
fit your specific needs. 

Mech Mentor courseware is provided in three categories: Diagnostic, Instructional, and 
Enrichment 

DIAGNOSTIC SCREENING PROGRAMS are presently available for math and language arts. Each 
diagnostic program is separated into eight grade levels, with appropriate instructional objectives for 
each grade. Instructional objectives are carefully sequenced, the computer will, through a branching 
program, quickly identify the mastery level of a student Those instructional objectives that a 
student has not mastered are listed at the conclusion of the program. Instructional objectives for both 
below and above grade level are included so that a true picture of student's placement is presented. 

INSTRUCTIONAL LESSONS are provided on individual cassettes, most lessons are 10 to 15 minutes 
in length. Many of the Language Arts lessons make use of voice to aid the student The combination 
of voice and computer provide a highly effective and motivational learning environment for the student 
The majority of instructional lessons are keyed to specific instructional objectives, providing an 
effective and easy to use instructional management system. Scoring appears on the screen at the 
conclusion of each lesson. 

ENRICHMENT PROGRAMS include Mech Mentor GRAF, a unique program which presents the student 
with the opportunity to create on screen color graphics, and in the process gain an understanding of 
computer programming. 

Courseware by other major educational publishing houses is also being translated to run on the FERD 
system. 
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